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remains irregular; American varieties, which appear to do well in
North China, axe unsuited to the lower Yangtze, and efforts are
being made to improve native varieties.
Among other products of this region may be mentioned the
tallow tree (Stillingia sebifera), which is found in Hnpeli and other
provinces; and vegetable wax, which is deposited on the wax-tree
(Fr&xinus Chinensis) in Szechwan by an insect known as Coccus
pela. From the seeds of the wood-oil tree (Aleurites Pordii)3 grown
in Szechwan, Hupeh, and Hunan, is expressed an oil much used in
the manufacture of paints and varnishes. Grass-cloth is made
from a fibre formerly believed to be hemp, but now recognized as
ramie                   nwm}. In Hupeh and Kiangsi its growth and
manufacture are of considerable importance.
The basin of the Yangtze, although not so rich in minerals as
that of the Hwang Ho, nevertheless contains large stores of some of
tke more important. Coal is found underlying the sandstone in
tke Red Basin of Szechwan, where it is at present almost entirely
worked by native methods; and, though much of it is said to be
inferior, some at least is good. In Hunan, also, the red sandstone,
which prevail? everywhere in the mountainous districts, appears
to cover large deposits of anthracite and bituminous coal* The
latter, at least, extends into Kiangsi, where it is worked at Kngh-
siang; the mines were formerly under the control of the company
which owned the Hanyang ironworks, but since the practical dis-
organization of that company in 1928 they have apparently been
taken over by Kiangsi province. The output, part of which was
formerly converted into coke for use in the smelters, finiis its princi-
pal market at Hankow, and at various other ports lower down the
river. Coal is also found in Anhwei, Kiangsi and Kiangsu, but
is as yet little worked. Iron appears to be well distributed, but
the most productive district at present is in Hupeh, where the
Tayeh deposits are situated some distance to the south-east of
Hankow- From these deposits, which appear to be very extensive,
a good quality of hematite is obtained. Part of it was used in the
iron and steel works at Hanyang* but at present the whole output
is exported to Japan. - A large quantity 0! iron ore also exists in
Anhwei, The Kaachow district of Kiangsi contains valuable copper
mines which have as yet been exploited only to a slight extent.
Gold, silver, and precious stones are found in various placm*